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Changing times mean changing doctrine.
This is the test the Armed Forces face
today. “Joint Vision 2010 remains just an
idea,” Joseph Redden cautions in “Joint

Doctrine: The Way Ahead.” It must be defined
and translated into doctrine. He outlines how
both doctrine and training can address this joint
warfighting necessity on the eve of a new century.

If doctrine must respond to technological
change, it must also respond to challenges in the
operating environment. That case is advanced by
Kenneth Allard in “Lessons Unlearned: Somalia
and Joint Doctrine.” Muddling through is no
longer an acceptable alternative. We must link
what is advocated in joint doctrine to what actu-
ally happens on the ground. This entails forging a
closer relationship among three basic processes:
how operations are planned, how lessons are
drawn from them, and how those lessons are
applied to the formulation of joint doctrine.

Changing doctrine means rethinking the
process by which it is developed. One imaginative
approach is detailed by John Clay in “The Fifth

Service Looks at Doctrine.” Whereas, in the past,
there were no doctrinal publications that described
the unique contributions of the Coast Guard,
today that service has a system of doctrine to meet
new operational and technological demands.

Such changes impact on education and
training. “The next logical steps in the evolution
of joint professional military education will pre-
sent serious challenges,” according to Howard
Graves and Don Snider in “Emergence of the
Joint Officer.” It must retain the right balance
between service and joint or combined opera-
tions. Moreover, education must contribute to
the moral-ethical development of officers.

Our war colleges must be the harbingers of
change, according to Ervin Rokke in “Military
Education for the New Age.” The information age
requires that senior-level professional military
education institutions equip future leaders to
function in a world where rapid change is the
norm. We must teach a successor generation of
warfighters how to deal with the unexpected. JFQ
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